
Financial Aid 
Overview 



What is Financial Aid? 

¸ Financial Aid is money received from state and 
federal governments and private institutions that 
is awarded to help students pay for college 
expenses.



Types of Financial Aid

Å Costs include:

ïTuition, books, fees

ïLiving expenses

Å Four types of aid:

ïGrants

ïScholarships

ïWork study

ïStudent loans

Å Aid for all income levels

ïWatch for aid deadlines



College Costs

¸ The average cost for published tuition and fees in a 
public two -year Florida college per year was $2,291 
in 2008 -09. 

¸ The average cost for published tuition and fees in a 
public four -year Florida college or university per year 
was $3,792 in 2008 -09.  

¸ The average cost for published tuition and fees in a 
private four -year Florida college per year was 
$23,411 in 2008 -09.

Source for Statistics:  

The College Board, ñRegional Variation in 
Charges,ò Trends in College Pricing , Oct. 2008

http://www.collegeboard.com/html/costs/pricing/2_4_tuition_fees_by_state.html


FAFSA4caster

Å Get an early start on the financial aid process, 
Explore your financial aid options at 
www.fafsa4caster.ed.gov

Å You can easily transition from FAFSA4caster to 
FAFSA on the Web . 

Å Much of the information that you enter in the 
FAFSA4caster will populate on your FAFSA on the 
Web application, making the experience of applying 
for federal student aid much easier. 

Source for Statistics:  

The College Board, ñRegional Variation in 
Charges,ò Trends in College Pricing , Oct. 2008

http://www.collegeboard.com/html/costs/pricing/2_4_tuition_fees_by_state.html


www.fafsa4caster.ed.gov



The Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA)



What is the FAFSA? 

¸ The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
is a form that current and prospective students must 
annually complete to apply for federal student aid.

¸ The FAFSA is distributed and processed by the 
largest source of student aid in the nation, the U.S. 
Department of Education

¸ Applications are available electronically or in paper 
form.

¸ Students are encouraged to apply as soon as 
possible on or after January 1st.  



Before Beginning the FAFSA
¸ Check application deadlines.

¸ School and state deadlines may differ from 
federal guidelines.

¸ Confirm your dependency status.

¸ Search for school codes.

¸ Determine how you will sign the FAFSA.

¸ To sign the FAFSA electronically, you and your 
parents if applicable) will need to establish a 
Personal Identification Number (PIN).

¸ You can apply for a PIN at www.pin.ed.gov .

¸ Your PIN provides access to your personal 
records.

¸ If you cannot remember your PIN, you may 
request a duplicate PIN.

¸ Never give your PIN to anyone!

http://www.pin.ed.gov/


Before Beginning the FAFSA 
ðOrganize your documents

¸ Documents needed to complete the FAFSA include:

¸ Your Social Security number

¸ W-2 Forms and other records of money earned

¸ Your Federal Income Tax Return for the current 
tax year

¸ Your parentsô Federal Income Tax Return (if you 
are a dependent student)

¸ Your untaxed income records

¸ Your bank statements

¸ Your other investment records

¸ Your alien registration or permanent resident 
card (if you are not a U.S. citizen)



Complete the FAFSA -
Electronically

¸ The ñFAFSA on the Web Worksheetò allows you to 
read and complete FAFSA questions before entering 
your information online. (This saves you time!)

¸ These questions are listed in the same order that 
they appear on the official electronic application. 

¸ The ñFAFSA on the Web Worksheetò is available 
online at www.fafsa.ed.gov .

¸ You can also obtain printed copies of this worksheet 
by calling 1 -800 -4-FED-AID (1 -800 -433 -3243) or 
through your financial aid office. 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


Complete the FAFSA -
Electronically

¸ Go to www.fafsa.ed.gov and click on ñFill Out Your 
FAFSA.ò

¸ Complete the FAFSA by transferring the data from 
your ñFAFSA on the Web Worksheetò to your 
electronic application.  

¸ Sign and submit the electronic FAFSA with your PIN.

¸ Remember, you can apply for a PIN before or 
during the FAFSA process. If you cannot 
remember your PIN, you may request a duplicate 
PIN by visiting www.pin.ed.gov .

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.pin.ed.gov/


FAFSA Web site 


