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What is Financial Aid?
Money to pay for college or career school

ÂScholarships

ÂGrants

ÂEmployment 

opportunities 

ÂLoans 



TYPES OF FINANCIAL AID

ÂGIFT AID (free money)

ïGRANTS

ïSCHOLARSHIPS

ÂSELF-HELP AID

ïLOANS

ïEMPLOYMENT



SOURCES OF AID

ïFEDERAL 

ïSTATE 

ïINSTITUTIONAL

ïPRIVATE



BRIGHT FUTURES

ÂFloridaôs Largest merit-based scholarship 
program. 

Â Provides scholarships based on high school 
academic achievement.

Â High school seniors must complete the Florida 
Financial Aid Application by their high school 
graduation date.

Â There have been many changes to the program.  
Please visit the website to view new criteria: 
www.FloridaStudentFinancialAid.org/SSFAD/bf



APPLICATION PROCESS 

Overview 



Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid (FAFSA)

ÁRequired by ALL financial aid offices

ÁRequired to obtain federal and most 

state aid

ÁDeadlines vary from school to school

ÁTip: Filing online will speed processing by 

1 to 2 weeks and will help you avoid making 

common errors.



FAFSA on the Web

ÂWeb site: www.fafsa.ed.gov

Â2010-11 FAFSA available on or after January 

1, 2010

ÂPre-Application Worksheet & built-in edits to 

help prevent costly errors

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/index.htm
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


PIN Registration

ÂWeb site: 

www.pin.ed.gov

ÂCan get PIN before 

January 1, 2009

ÂNot required, but speeds 

processing

ÂMay be used by students and parents throughout aid 

process, including subsequent school years



CAUTION!

ÂAvoid being charged a fee to file the Free

Application for Federal Student Aid

ïCompletion and processing of the FAFSA are 

FREE
ïIf filing via FAFSA on the Web, be sure to go 

directly to www.fafsa.ed.gov
ïContact financial aid office for help completing 

the FAFSA


